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Dear Friends, 

What does a filthy great articulated lorry have to do with the Bible? Those who 
have contact with children may have a clue. About this time last year many 
children in the area had a great time visiting Bibleworld 2, the Scottish Bible 
Society’s (SBS), computerised, multimedia, interactive exhibition on the Bible 
and its importance, which is housed in the aforementioned expanding body 
articulated lorry. But that‘s not the whole story, the SBS has just donated 
money to the Bible Society of Brazil to fund a huge articulated lorry over there, 
as a means of bringing medical and dental care, health education, and the hope 
found in the Bible to the vast impoverished North Eastern region of Brazil, 
where 40% of that country’s poor live. 

This is the Scottish Bible Society’s 200th Anniversary and all that time they have 
been involved in trying to provide the Bible in a form people could understand 
and afford, so they could come to understand God’s love. Much of their work 
has been abroad, in partnership with other Bible Societies, and in increasingly 
imaginative ways in recent years. But they have never forgotten that they have 
a ministry at home in Scotland too, through study materials, audio Bibles, DVDs, 
cheap Bibles, and through all sorts of schemes to encourage people to actually 
read them. 

All this remarkable work is based on a real love for the Bible and a confidence 
that it can be trusted because it is inspired by the God who can be trusted. They 
do not see it as just another Religious book but make the leap of faith to 
understand that it is God’s way of communicating with us, so that we can know 
the truth about him. The famous German theologian Karl Barth described 
religion as “Man’s search for God” and Christianity as, on the contrary, “God’s 
search for Man”. The Bible is the record of that search and part of the means of 
that search. That is why the Church of Scotland, from the first has taken the 
“Word of God which is contained in the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments” as its supreme rule of faith and life. That is supposed to mean that 
where ‘modern insight’ or ‘public opinion’ or ‘political correctness’ conflicts 
with the Bible, we believe and act and live in accordance with the Bible and not 
those other things.  

Because it is God’s word, nothing can match the insight the Bible gives us into 
ourselves and our relationships, our world and what life is really about. Let us 
dare to trust the Bible and seek to live by it and see if God will not bless us. 

Yours in Christ 
Hugh 



GOD SPEAKS!  
  
There is so much uncertainty in the world today - about life and death, 
about right and wrong, about God and what to believe - that many say 
they prefer to be agnostics. ''We can't really know,'' they argue, ''It could 
be this - or it could be that. We can't be sure, so we'll keep an open 
mind.'' But if there is a God who made us and who cares for us it stands 
to reason that he wouldn't leave us in the dark about himself - or even 
leave us to grope our way to him. We can expect him to show himself to 
us in various ways, and that is exactly what the Bible claims he has done. 
  
WC 

The Guild  
The Guild joined with others from throughout Presbytery at Fetteresso 
for their October meeting when the speaker – Fiona Punton, Information 
Officer for the Guild gave an informative talk on the subject of human 
trafficking.   
 
The November meeting will take place on Wednesday 18th November 
when Alan Cairnduff, from the Horizon project will be the guest speaker. 
 
Come along and share in the fellowship, we look forward to seeing you. 

 
Come to the soup and bread lunch  

on Sunday 29th November 

after morning worship 



Creatures in the Bible  
 

[ǳƪŜ нΥу-мн ς ¢ƘŜ .ƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘǎ ƴŜŀǊōȅΣ 
ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƅƻŎƪǎ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  !ƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎƘƻƴŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŬŜŘΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦ L ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴ 
ǘƻ ȅƻǳΤ ƘŜ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΤ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ŀ 
ōŀōȅ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƎŜǊΦ “ 
 

shrieked Lenny the lamb.   “To 
see the newly born Saviour, Jesus, 

and you will be given as a gift to rejoice in his birth”, said one of 
the shepherds.   “OK, well that’s alright then, but keep me warm 
as I am missing my mum”. 

 

aŀǧƘŜǿ нΥф-мл ς ¢ƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƛ όǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƛǎŜ ƳŜƴ) 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǳƴǝƭ ƛǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŀǎΦ 
Caspar, the lead camel, shook his head and let out a long 
snort saying, “Let’s hope they have some hay in that barn because my 
back is very tired from carrying this large casket of gold”.  Cleo and Cissie, 
the support camels, giggled and said, “Sometimes it doesn’t pay to be 
the leader because our load of frankincense and myrrh is light and also 
makes us smell very sweet”.   These were the gifts the Magi were 
bringing to Jesus.  

 

Inside the barn all the animals were gathered 
around the manager.  Basil the Bull, who always 
liked to be in charge of things, made sure every 
creature got a look at the very special baby before 

settling down for the night.  From the horse to the tiniest mouse, all got a 
peep at the manager.   
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Dora, the donkey who had carried Mary on her journey to 
Bethlehem, rolled over in the warm hay and kicked her 
hooves in the air.   As tired as she was, Dora knew this was 
a very special baby and a very special night, and she 
wasn’t going to miss a second of it.    
 

This story is the real story of why we celebrate Christmas today, to 

rejoice in the birth of Jesus Christ who, 33 years later, died on the cross 

to save our souls from our sins.  This celebration is named after Jesus 

Christ as the aŀǎǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀs.  

Who put the X in Xmas? 
 

Xmas has been used for hundreds of years in religious writing, where 
the X represents a Greek ŎƘƛ (with the ŎƘ being pronounced as the ŎƘ 
in ‘loŎƘ’), the first letter of ʋˊʽˋˍˇˌ όKhrīstos), “Christ.” In this use it is 
parallel to other forms like Xtian, "Christian." But people unaware of 
the Greek origin of this X, often mistakenly interpret Xmas as an 
informal shortening pronounced (eks-mas). Many therefore frown 
upon the term Xmas because it seems to them a commercial 
convenience that omits Christ from Christmas, whereas in reality it 
puts Christ firmly at the front of Christmas. 
 

Each to their own but, having said all that, I really don’t like it one 
little bit. 
 

DaveP 
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Girlsõ Brigade -  

Be Part of Something  big 
 

On Wednesday 30th September six of our girls were delighted to be part of 
Aberdeen Division’s special event to welcome the new patron of Girls’ Brigade 
Scotland - HRH the Duchess of Rothesay.  This event was arranged to allow Her 
Royal Highness the opportunity to see what goes on at Girls’ Brigade on a 
normal meeting night.   
 

You may have seen the article in the Press & Journal and if you saw it, it was a 
Newtonhill Explorer shaking hands with the Duchess, whilst another explorer 
looked on.  It was great that these girls and their parents were able to come 
along and support the division on this very special day. 
 

Our badgework for the session is now underway with Explorers looking at 
shapes, whilst Juniors are looking at Stories Jesus told, making recycled crafts 
and communications.  Brigaders are looking at symbols of faith, photography, 
friends in need and both the Juniors and Brigaders are learning new physical 
routines.   
 

Some of our Juniors and Brigaders proved that Newtonhill has talent by giving 
performances of their musical, dance and singing abilities to the residents of 
Clashfarquhar House, Stonehaven.  The evening was enjoyed by all and will 
hopefully be repeated in the future. 
 

We hope to have visits from representatives of hearing dogs and guide dogs in 
the coming weeks.  There are a few divisional competitions before Christmas 
and then there will be Christmas party and panto – so we will all be kept very 
busy! 
 

Congratulations to Eona Will who has completed Stage I of the Leadership 
Training Programme and to Erin Crockett and Emma Grant who have completed 
Stage I and II whilst Amy Kirkpatrick and Nicole Miller have completed Stage II. 
 
Unfortunately due to work commitments Julie is currently taking a year out 
however, we are delighted that Karen Will is now coming along on a weekly 
basis and helping us out. 
 

Fiona Leslie 



Community First Responders 
 

In many medical emergencies people can die within the first few 

minutes. Community First Responders can provide simple but effective 

treatment within those first few minutes so that a life can be saved. This 

is especially the case for heart attacks, choking and injuries that have 

caused someone to lose consciousness. 

 

Stonehaven Community First Responders are local volunteers, who have 

been given specialist training and equipment by Scottish Ambulance 

Service, to provide Life saving treatment to critically ill or injured people 

in the first few minutes prior to the arrival of the ambulance crew. 

 

Stonehaven Community First Responders work in the Stonehaven area as 

far north as Portlethen and south to Inverbervie. We train every 6 weeks 

with 2 formal assessments each year. In Stonehaven we are very lucky to 

have the support of the local ambulance crews and the use of the 

Ambulance Station mess room to sit and wait for the calls to come in. 

 

When someone calls 999 in this area it goes to the control room in 

Inverness, the controllers will call us on our mobile phone, giving us the 

address and nature of the medical emergency. We respond and stay with 

the person until an ambulance crew arrives and takes over the care of 

the person. We then return to base and wait for any other calls that may 

come. 

 

We are well supported by the Scottish Ambulance Service but we fund 

raise to provide uniform for members and equipment, some of it for 

training. Without the support of everyone, in the past and present, this 

would not be possible, a huge thank you to you all. Our members give 

their time free but uniform means we look and feel part of a team. 

 



ON A LIGHTER NOTE . . .  
  
''Next week,'' said the minister, ''my sermon will be entirely about 
truthfulness and I think it is especially important that on getting home 
from church today - or at least sometime during the week - that you 
read the twenty-ninth chapter of Leviticus.'' 
  
The following week the minister started his sermon: ''Last week I said 
that my sermon this week would be about truthfulness and I asked you 
all to read the twenty-ninth chapter of Leviticus. Now, can all those who 
did this please raise their right hand.'' 
  
Almost the entire congregation raised their right hand. 
  
''Just as I suspected!'' said the minister. ''And that is why my sermon 
today is about truthfulness. You could not possibly have read the twenty
-ninth chapter of Leviticus. Leviticus only has twenty-seven chapters!'' 

If you are interested in becoming a Community First Responder, please 

contact myself Fiona Hanson on 01569 731640 or Chris Taylor on 

07736882533. Responders need to be over 18, able to drive, live in the 

local area to the scheme and be prepared to have an Enhanced 

Disclosure check. 



Diary Dates November to December 2009 
 

November 
Sunday  1st  Fairtrade Stall 

Wednesday  4th  Fly Cup 9.45-10.45am  
Sunday  8th  Remembrance Sunday Service 
Wednesday  26th Kirk Session 7.30pm  
Saturday  28th Christmas Fair 1am—1pm 
Sunday  29th Guild Service and Lunch 
 

December 
Wednesday 2nd Fly Cup  9.45-10.45am  
Wednesday 2nd  Congregational Board  7.30pm  
Sunday  6th  Fairtrade Stall 
Sunday   6th Advent Carol Service 7pm 
Monday  21st Village Carol Singing 6.30pm 
Thursday  24th  Family Carol Service 6pm  
Thursday  24th  Watchnight Service  11pm for 11.30  
Friday   25th  Christmas Day Service  11am  
 

January 
 

Sunday  3rd New Year Communion 10am 
Wednesday  6th  Fly Cup  9.45-10.45am  

Fundraising for  
Newtonhill Parish Church 

Glittery Christmas Cards 

With matching envelope 

ϻмΦрл ŜŀŎƘ ƻǊ о ŦƻǊ н 

Available in the  
church vestibule 

Remembrance Day Service 
 

Sunday 8h November 
 

10am 
 

All Welcome 
 

We Will Remember Them 



aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ Rev Hugh Conkey 39 St Ternans Road Tel 730143 

{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ /ƭŜǊƪ Ken Cruickshank Cluaran, 9 Cliff View Tel 730180 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ Zoe Ashby 58a St Ternans Road Tel 730955 

C²h ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ Robbie Middleton 7 St Ternans Road Tel 730852 

DƛƊ !ƛŘ /ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ Robbie Middleton 7 St Ternans Road Tel 730852 
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 Alfie Henry  Tel 730072 
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.ƻȅǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ Ken Cruickshank Tel 730180 

DƛǊƭǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ Fiona Leslie Tel 731418 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ Cǳƴ /ƭǳō Pauline Platt Tel 730465 

W!CC! /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō Zoe Ashby Tel 730955 

DǳƛƭŘ Fiona Leslie Tel 731418 

Cƭȅ /ǳǇ Irene Middleton Tel 730157 

.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ Pauline Platt Tel 730465 

9ŘƛǘƻǊ Elizabeth Platt Tel 730465 

tǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ Wendy Croft Tel:730829 

wƻƭƭ YŜŜǇŜǊ Margaret Brooks Tel:731029 
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NEWTONHILL PARISH 

CHURCH 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE  

 

SATURDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2009  

From 10.00 to 1.00 pm  

 

Home Baking   :    Bottle Stall  

Cards & Crafts :    Fruit & Veg.  

Homemade Chocolates and Sweets  

 

Santaõs Grotto  

£1.50  

 

Adults £2.50  Children 50p  

(includes refreshments)  


