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Dear Friends,
‘When we work we work, but when we pray, God works,” Bill Hybels.

Much of the Elders day conference in June focused on the place and importance
of prayer in the life of our Congregation. When we looked at the Bible we found
that Jesus was a man of prayer and the early church found its direction and
much of its strength through prayer. As we talked about our own experiences of
prayer on our own and with other people, we were reminded just how vital it is
for our Christian growth and development. All of the strong and growing
churches | have heard or read about clearly and consciously put prayer at the
centre of their congregational life.

As a Session we felt a need to try to encourage prayer more strongly in
Newtonhill; to pray for each other and with each other. Rob Rawson, our
facilitator for the day, reminded us that people already pray in different ways
and settings in our church but also introduced us to ideas for encouraging
prayer from other churches. We intend to introduce a variety of these over the
course of the next year.

Firstly, we decided it would be helpful to us as individuals and as Elders to think
about prayer more together, so our discussion meetings over this year will be
looking at the Lord’s Prayer and giving us opportunity to pray together for the
church and each other. Secondly, the weekly intimation sheets will regularly
have short prayers we hope you will use in your own devotional life.

Thirdly, we decided to give everyone a much more obvious way of requesting
prayer for general matters in our church life or for those they felt to need our
prayers. There will be a ‘Prayer Tree’, in the vestibule, with cards provided,
where anyone can leave prayer requests. The idea is that these will be fed into
our Sunday morning worship and prayer times at our Bible Study Groups. Please
make use of this - we want to pray for people. However, we also want to
respect their privacy, where desired. Please take this into account when writing
your requests in general and it would help if you could indicate if the matter is
particularly sensitive or private. We will be trusting those involved in prayer to
keep these things confidential and certainly names will not be mentioned in a
public service unless people particularly request it.

Please pray with us even more for our work in the church here in Newtonhill
here and for God to be at work here in our church and community.

Yours in Christ
Hugh



We have had a busy year in Sunday Fun Club and
Lazers. We may be small in numbers but we have
produced quality productions. | have first to thank all
the young people who have come along to SFC and
Lazers we as helpers have enjoyed the time spent with
them and the things we and they have learnt over the
year.

We all enjoyed the nativity taking part both young and a little more mature!! as
we are few in numbers it was great that we all took part in different ways. It
was also the first time the 'singers' group performed and the congregation
survived the experience. We had a soup lunch after which everyone enjoyed
and a huge THANK YOU to everyone who donated after to our yearly cause. Last
sessions donation went to Christian Aids Gift appeal. We bought some DUCKS,
SOME BEES, GOATS & PIGS. Almost a Noah's ark!! The thank you cards we
received will be on the notice board for you to see. We as a group within the
church could not donate such a wonderful gift without our congregations help.
THANK YOU AGAIN.

We had our prize giving at the end of the session and again we all took part and
ended with a congregational soup lunch. This was an even bigger response by
yourselves so many stayed and the feeling of a family all enjoying themselves
round the table was wonderful. The collection after went into the SFC & Lazers
funds. THANK YOU for your generosity.

We are hoping to have some different events in the coming session so please
keep a lookout for those.

Lastly | have to say a huge THANK YOU to all the helpers who support the
running of the Sunday Fun Club and Lazers. Also those who have stepped in to
help when we have needed an extra body due to Child Protection
requirements.

We look forward to the coming session within the church family.

. The Guild

*The new session of the Guild will commence on Wednesday 30
ISeptember. The Guild is open to men and women and we would love

I
I
ito see some new faces. I
I
I

* The meeting opens with devotions and then a speaker (chosen by members of
I the Guild) gives a talk and the evening finishes with a cup of tea.

| Come along and share in the fellowship, we look forward to seeing you.



Girls’Brigadc
Be Part of Something big

Our enrolment evening took place on Monday 24™ August, with our new session
beginning on Monday 31%" August.

We would still welcome any girl who wishes to join in the fun, meet with their
friends and have a good time whilst learning new skills in a Christian
environment any Monday evening. Explorers (P1-P3) meet from 6.15 — 7.15pm
and Company Section (P4+) from 7.00 — 8.45pm.

Our National Appeal is ongoing and any donations of old
or foreign coins or old

or broken jewellery would be appreciated. A grey
collection bag is in the church vestibule or | can collect if ./
wished, just give me a call. &
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Fiona Leslie 731418

SOMETHING BEYOND

Recently we were reminded that on the 21st July 1969
American Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk
on the moon. As he stepped on the moon's surface
Armstrong declared: "That's one small step for man, one
giant leap for mankind." The astronauts also unveiled a
plague with an inscription reading: ""Here men from
planet Earth first set foot upon the moon, July 1969 AD.
We come in peace for all mankind."

Sadly throughout the world war and conflict still exist, although on that long
journey 40 years ago the American astronauts did experience the peace and
wonder of God's creation in space and on the moon.

A sense of the mystery of the universe, of something beyond our limited lives
can come to those who are ready to look for it.

JF



Creatures in the Bible
Genesis 6 V 13-15, 19-21 — Noah’s Ark

God said to Noah, “l am going to put an end to all
people, for the earth is filled with violence because
of them. | am going to destroy both them and the
earth. God commanded Noah: Make yourself an
ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it
with pitch inside and out. The ark is to be 450 ft
long, 75 ft wide and 45 ft high. You are to bring into the Ark your family, two of
all living creatures, male and female, and to keep them alive with you. Noah
did everything just as God commanded him.

“Ouch you’re treading on my tail” cried Timmy the Tiger. “And you’re sitting on
my paw”, squealed Lottie the Lioness. “Itis such a tight squeeze in this Ark
with all these animals, | do hope Noah and God know what
they are doing”. There were elephants with big, long noses,
called trunks; zebras with black and white stripes, like pyjamas;
leopards with lots of spots; cheeky chattering chimps;
penguins wearing smart dinner jackets, who could slide in the
snow and polar bears with white, furry coats. There were tiny
blue tits and large brightly coloured parrots, who talked
endlessly about everyone and everything. There were gold fish, whales and
sharks, which were swimming together in a big tank made especially for them.
There were also some special animals, which were not wild at all, horses and
cows, dogs and cats, pigs and goats.

— For forty days and nights it rained, and rained, and rained, and
rained. Every living thing was wiped from the earth except
for Noah, his family and all the animals on the Ark. Finally the

> Ark came to rest on a mountain and God said to Noah,
“Everyone come out”. They all came out of the Ark, rejoicing
and thanking God and when they looked up, they saw that God had
put a promise across the sky — a beautiful rainbow. The rainbow is a sign of
God’s promise to the world that he will never again destroy it by flood.

The next time you see a rainbow in the sky let it remind you of God’s grace and
the favour he gives us even though we have not earned it.

Story by Wendy Croft

Look out for the lucky creatures that were at the
birth of Jesus in the next issue of Reachout



Showstoppers:-Lights... Camera... Action!

Seven days, fifty children, twenty-three leaders and a baby. After months of
preparation, the holiday club passed in the blink of an eye. This year had a
theatrical theme, with the front of the church transformed into a stage,
complete with footlights (it's amazing what you can make from a paper plate).
Every morning children streamed into the church wearing their Showstopper
name badges and broad smiles; there was no place they would rather be
(except perhaps when | was telling my jokes). There were six teams: Narnia,
Finding Nemo, Dr Who, Pirates of the Caribbean, Jurassic Park and the Lion
King.

Each day began with a show scene snippet, where the
children recreated a famous movie scene and filmed it in just
five minutes. Each snippet was connected, somehow
(honestly), to the Bible story that day. It was made possible by
some fantastically realistic costumes from Roy (it’s amazing
what you can make from a cycle helmet and some cardboard
boxes). This was followed by a loud and energetic aerobic
workout led by Bethany, Laura and Lois. Bethany also led our
singing (just as energetically), which included some great new
songs as well as old favourites like B 0 i Megt e watched a
film of the showstopping Bible story for that day. We started
at the beginning of everything, saw David beat Goliath, Daniel
survive the lions’ den, Jesus born in Bethlehem and Jesus
executed and brought to life again. After a quick chat about the story and what
it means to us it was time to expend yet more energy on the games. Zoe came
up with some ingenious sports which, like the snippets, were connected to the
day’s Bible story (including probably
the first ever camel races in the
village). Then came the delicious,
themed snacks (who can forget the
jelly babies in their chocolate
mangers). After the nutritionally
balanced elevenses it was craft time,
carefully concocted by Pauline, the
results of which will adorn the
children’s homes for years to come.
After some jokes, the children’s




being several million times
better than mine, it was time for
the drama, directed by Roy. We
were treated to a dazzling
display of acting bravura,
particularly in the audition
scene.

On Saturday, after a review of
the week for parents, we were
treated to a gourmet barbecue
(many thanks to Denis and Mel for your culinary expertise). We make no charge
for the club or barbecue, but we thank the many parents who made generous
donations towards the running costs of the club. Having started the week at the
start of the Bible, on Sunday morning we brought the week to a climax looking
at the end of the Bible in the book of Revelation.

Running a holiday club is fun, but it is a lot of
work. This year | was the one standing at the
front. | confess | spent most of it marvelling at the
team work and effort everyone else was putting
in, while eating rock cakes (and other goodies).
Each year people give up their time and holidays
to run the club. One reason people do this is that
it’s hard to beat seeing children having a great
time together. Another is the pleasure of seeing
young people realise that God really cares about them and can be their friend.
But I'd like to end with another reason, which is that there is a real buzz
working and being part of a great team like this. No one person made the
holiday club, and yet without any one person it would have been less. This is
what church is about. The church isn’t
just the minister, or the Elders, but a
team which working together can do
much, much more than the sum of its
parts. If you enjoyed the holiday club you
don’t need to wait until next year to be
part of the team.
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NEWTONHILL PARISH
CHURCH

JUMBLE SALE

ON SATURDAY
26™ SEPTEMBER

IN STONEHAVEN
TOWN HALL

From 10.00 am to 1.00 pm

AND PLAINSTONES

HOME BAKING ©
From 10.00 am to 12.00




/ ONALIGHTERNOTE... \

Coming out of church, Mrs. Smith asked her husband, "Do you think that
Johnson girl is tinting her hair?"

"I didn't even see her," admitted Mr. Smith.

"And that dress Mrs. Davis was wearing," continued Mrs. Smith, "Really,
don't tell me you think that's the proper outfit for a mother of two."

"I'm afraid | didn't notice that either," said Mr. Smith.

"Oh, for heaven's sake," snapped Mrs. Smith. "A lot of good it does you to

Qto church." /

Publicity Team

Fiona Browning Wendy Croft
Ken Cruikshank Julie Miller

We are all happy to help with any publicity required to promote church
events. We can be reached via the Church Website under Contacts or by
telephoning Wendy on 01569 730829. See our Publicity Spreadsheet on

the website that lists all the 2009 planned Church Events.

Fundraising for
Newtonhill Parish Church
Cards by Croft
£1 and £2
Blank,Get Well,Thank You,Thinking of You
Available in Church Vestibule




Harvest Celebration

Sunday 20th September
Our Harvest service this year will be an all age service led by the elders.

This year at Harvest we will be collecting for The Cyrenians who work with
homeless people in Aberdeen. There are envelopes available at the church for
your donations. If you wish you can also join with the children and bring some
foodstuffs, tea, coffee, pasta, tinned goods and other packet foods which will be
made into food parcels.

We shall also be having another of our soup and bread lunches after the
morning service. It was great to see so many people at our last lunch.
Please plan to stay for food and friendship. Donations for the
lunch will also go to the Cyrenians along with the money we
have made so far on the Fairtrade Stall
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“a Visits from strangers at Christmas began with the arrival of wise 2%
(p\ men from a foreign land. You could carry on this tradition, by hy
ﬂ inviting an international student to spend Christmas in your home. HOST is a ﬁi
%. well-established charity, backed by the Foreign Office and many universities, 2%.
& which links adults studying in the UK with hospitable volunteers throughout oy
ai Britain. Guests come from all over the world, including many from China. They ai

“:;. speak English, are keen to share their own culture, while longing to know more %.
Eﬁ about our way of life. They are prepared to travel to stay with a host far from Ea@

ﬂ their university. Welcoming a student who might otherwise spend Christmas on qi
““‘ a deserted campus, fosters international understanding, and will make 0
“ = Christmas special. 'f:a.
« See www.hostuk.org or call HOST's volunteer regional organiser in this part of ,;’i’:
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Diary Dates Sept-Nov 2009

September
Wed 2™  9.45-10.45am Fly Cup
Sun 6" Fairtrade Stall

Wed 16"  7.30pm Kirk Session

Sun 20™ 10am Harvest Service and Lunch

Sat 26" 10-1 Jumble Sale at Stonehaven Town Hall
Sun 27" 10am GB/BB Dedication Service

October

Sun 4% Fairtrade Stall

Wed 7" 9.45-10.45am Fly Cup

Wed 7" 7.30pm Congregational Board
sun25™  Communion Sunday

Wed 28" 7.30pm Kirk Session

Sat 31* 10-12 Guild Coffee & Craft Morning

November

Sun 1* Fairtrade Stall

Wed 4" 9.45-10.45am Fly Cup

Sun 8™ Remembrance Sunday Service

Wed 26" 7.30pm Kirk Session

Coin-A-Day Boxes

The coin-a-day boxes were counted at the end of June and the sum raised was
£352.55.

A big thank you to all donators, collectors and counters this is a fantastic sum
from mainly copper pennies.

If you would like a box please contact Fiona Leslie (731418) who can arrange
this for you.



Minister

Session Clerk

Treasurer

FWO Treasurer

Rev Hugh Conkey 39 St Ternans Road
Ken Cruickshank Cluaran, 9 Cliff View
Zoe Ashby 58a St Ternans Road

Robbie Middleton 7 St Ternans Road

Gift Aid Convenor Robbie Middleton 7 St Ternans Road

Clerk to the Congregational Board

Cath Ferrier 32 Cairnhill Road

Safeguarding Coordinator

Pauline Platt 2 St Michaels Road

Tel 730143
Tel 730180
Tel 730955
Tel 730852
Tel 730852

Tel 731446

Tel 730465

Transport to the morning service for elderly and infirm members

Alfie Henry

Contacts for Organisations:

Boys Brigade

Girls Brigade

Sunday Fun Club
JAFFA Children’s Club

Guild

Fly Cup
Bible Study
Editor
Publicity
Roll Keeper

Ken Cruickshank
Fiona Leslie
Pauline Platt
Zoe Ashby

Fiona Leslie
Irene Middleton
Pauline Platt
Elizabeth Platt
Wendy Croft

Margaret Brooks

Tel 730072

Tel 730180
Tel 731418
Tel 730465
Tel 730955
Tel 731418
Tel 730157
Tel 730465
Tel 730465
Tel:730829
Tel:731029

This edition of Reachout has been sponsored by

The Hill family, Wendy Croft and N Stephen
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